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HOUSE ETHICS COMMITTEE OCTOBER 8, 2026 ADVISORY OPINION
In the Matter of Lisette Cifaldi
COMPLAINT NO. C2025-001

Complainant: Sherri Mikrut Respondent: Lisette Cifaldi
Address: 22 Larium Place Address: P.O. Box 5474

Hilton Head Island, SC 29926 Hilton Head Island, SC 29938
Telephone: 843-384-0555 Telephone Number: 803-463-1010

This is in response to the State Ethics Commission’s (herein “SEC”) Recommendations
and Investigative Report (herein “Report”) dated July 18, 2025. The House Legislative Ethics
Committee (herein “Committee”) met on Tuesday, September 22, 2026, and issued the following
advisory opinion pursuant to S.C. Code Section 8-13-540.

BACKGROUND

On January 8, 2025, a Complaint was filed against Lisette Cifaldi, a former candidate for
SC House District 123. The Complaint alleged several allegations, including concerns over an
excess contribution, campaign disclosure documentation, and other reporting matters. The SEC
carried out a thorough investigation, and a review of the Respondent’s campaign disclosure reports,
campaign bank records, and third-party processor records did reveal evidence to support some
offenses. Upon their initial review of the SEC’s Recommendations and Investigative Report, the
Committee decided to request additional investigation into the evidence provided from the
Respondent via her counsel. After additional investigation, the Committee finds probable cause is
present and charges Respondent with five counts of Ethics Act violations: four (4) counts of
violating § 8-13-1308 for failing to report or inaccurately reporting campaign contributions and
one (1) count of violating § 8-13-1314 for accepting an excessive campaign contribution.

FINDINGS

Upon review of the SEC’s recommendation and relevant evidence, the Committee makes
the following findings:



1. 8.C. Code § 8-13-1308

S.C. Code Ann. Section 8-13-1308(F) provides that “[c]ertified campaign reports detailing
campaign contributions and expenditures must contain: (1) the total of contributions accepted by
the candidate or committee; (2) the name and address of each person making a contribution of
more than one hundred dollars and the amount and date of receipt of each contribution...”

The investigation into Respondent’s Campaign Disclosure Reports (CDR) indicated that
Respondent did not report or inaccurately reported contribution information, Specifically, a
coniribution made by Thomas Abrams on April 20, 2024 did not appear on the 2024 Q2 CDR.
Contributions made by Theresa Bergeron on August 31, 2024 and by Bernice Slutsky on
September 27, 2024 did not appear on the 2024 Pre-Election/Q3 CDR. Finally, a contribution
made by Meggie Biesenthal on October 29, 2024 appeared on the Q4 2024 CDR, but the amount
and Ms. Biesenthal’s occupation were incotrect.

Thus, the Committee finds probable cause is present and charges Respondent with four
counts of a violations of § 8-13-1308 for failing to report or inaccurately reporting campaign
contributions, However, the Committee notes that Respondent has corrected these errors within
the appropriate campaign disclosure reports.

2. S.C. Code § 8-13-1314

S.C. Code Ann, Section 8-13-1314 provides that within an election cycle, a candidate
shall not accept a contribution which exceeds one thousand dollars for any office (other than a
statewide office).

Areview of Respondent’s campaign bank records, campaign disclosure reports, and third-
party processor records revealed that Respondent received two contributions of $1,000.00 each
from a contributor within the same election cycle.

Therefore, the Committee finds probable cause is present and charges Respondent with one
count of violation of § 8-13-1314 for accepling an excessive countribution. However, the
Committee notes that Respondent has addressed this error by refunding $1,000.00 to the
contributor and disclosing this expenditure on the appropriate campaign disclosure report.

CONCLUSION

Accordingly, the Committee hereby CONCURS with the SEC’s recommendations and
finds probable cause is present to charge Respondent with four (4) counts of violating § 8-13-1308

for failing to report or inaccurately reporting campaign contributions and one (1) count of violating

§ 8-13-1314 for accepting an excessive campaign contribution.

The Committee ORDERS that Respondent must provide her campaign bank account
records and any other relevant campaign finance records (i.e.: third-party processor records) to
Committee counsel for review by November 1, 2026 so that Committee counsel may assist



Respondent with closing her campaign filing account. Furthermore, Respondent must file a final
campaign disclosure report by the end of this calendar year.

AND IT IS SO ORDERED, this g day of [ )Q:h]l[ WA, 2026, by the following
members of the House Ethics Committee:
) <,
' &”_,/_"“’@/;zé—\i
Rep. Wallace H. “Jay” Jordan, Jr., Chairman
Rep. J. David Weeks, Vice-Chairman % (/\) ’\L
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Rep. Beth E. Bernstein, Secretary

Rep. Paula Rawl Calhoon
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Rep. Neal A. Collins

Rep. Thomas Duval “Val” Guest, Jr.

Rep. John Richard C. King
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Rep. Robby Robbins

Rep. J. Todd Rutherford

Rep. Leonidas E. “Leon” Stavrinakis
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
STATE ETHICS COMMISSION

FOR COMMISSION USE ONLY:
CASEJ}IUMB&?

COMPLAINTFORM | ¢ 2095 -001

COMPLAINANT: Sherrie (Sharon) Mikrut RESPONDENT: |jsette Cifaldi

ADDRESS: 22 Larium Place HHI SC 20926  ADDRESS: PO Box 5474 HHI SC 29938
TELEPHONME NUMBER: 843 384 0555 TELEPHOME NUMBER: Not Listed

TITLE; Resident of Hilton Head Island TiTLe: Candidate for SC House 123 .

Set forth in detall specific facts upat which You based your complaint against above-nomed respondent [oﬁfy detatled,
clear foctual altegetions will be considered. If additional space is needed, attach supplemental sheets).

| was reviewing Cifaldi's information online, when I noticed several items on her contribution page.
Margie Vanderbilt donated $1200.00, which is over the allowed amount of $1,000 for a state
candidate for House seat 123. Also, there are many on her page of donations that list of employment
is unknown, N/A, or nothing listed and unemployed. 1do find it interesting that there are so many
Unemployed people on Hilton Head Istand can donate $1,000 to a political campaign. Her sister
Robin who is @ nurse having both listed as RN and unemployed. | am really concerned about how the
Cifaldi Campaign team handles their donations, and the truthfulness of her donations.

| have been contributing to candidates since the early 1880’s in both Pennsylvania and

Here in South Carolina, | have had to always list my occupation. | wonder what Lisette Cifaldi is hiding

1 there is a finding of prebable cause, the fellowing documents becotne public record: the complaint, the response
(it any) by respondent, and the notice of hearing, If a hearing is to be heid, the final evder and all exhilrits beeame
pablic vecord, 15 no hearing is held following a fineling of probable tanse, the final disposition of the matter becomes
public record. .

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF Sowdh Cacol i _
Persanally appeared before me M wha, first being duty swork, 2
knows the contents of the above compiaint and that the allegations contained therely
his/her awn knowledge, except for thoge matters therein based upon Infermation| 2
baligves thedn to be true.

Sworh ta and subfscribed before me this

A dayof _ O cidwr, _Zeor2®y
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My Commission expires < F wed iy / 72037

S£C-7 {Revised 3/2022)

va Center Dilve, Suite 150, Columbia, South Caralina 29210 [03)253-4192
ELECTRONIC COPIES WILL NOY RE ACCEPTED

Dodl Heywood
Notary Public, State of Souih Caroling Cll2dprm
My Comndssion Explres July 17, 2027

“Daly Heawou_el



Frome Lizatbe Cithfcl)

Tot Plunkett. Tivothy
Subjact: [Exiernzl] Writien Response ta an Bihfes Complalit
Datar Wednesday, Januasy 28, 2025 93054 AM

Attachimants: imBgeQRLmo

Dear Tim,

wanted to provide a writieh responsa to the ethlos complaint made against me by Sherrle
Mikrut,

Fwould like to begin by telting you that Shervie Miictut, the complalnent, angaged in non-strop
negative and aggreasive trolling of me and my campaigh on all soclal media platforms to the
point whare | was forced to block her, She spread false Information about me and my family
and wes a toxic Influence on the campalgn process. Mahy of her comments are stiil visihle on
campeigh posts although & good majority had to ba deletsd for Inappropriate content,

In rasponse ta har complainta:

1. Gomplalnt number one sald | hed two campalgn contributions from the same person
but one was listad as retired ahd ane was lsted as a nurse.

a. The contributions were from two sepatate people with the same nams, The $20
coniribution from Robin Clfald! who listed her employment as retired Is my
mother, The $40 conttibutian from Robin Clfaldi who Ustad her oceupatlon as a
hurse is my slster. My mother Is In fact ratired and my sister [s an [GU nursa at
Hitton Head Hospital.

2. Complaint number two saild many of my contributors listed thelr ocoupation as hon-
employed which was sugplolous.

B, The majority of my district Includes Hilton Head and Daufuskie [slands which both
have a large demagraphie of retired Individuals. Many of my contributors who are
retfrad listed thelr employment status as unemployed and not ratired. | assume
the varlatlon in responsas as retlred va. unemployad had to do with differencss n
how they Interpreted the Information request. My assumption is that most all of
the sontributots who responded as unemgloyed are in fact retired,

Feel free to contact me with any further questions,

Slncaraly,
Lisette Cifaldi, LISW-CP

lisetieforschouse.com
P.Q.Box 5474
Hiltan Head, SC 29938
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State Fthics Commmission—Recommendation to House Legislative Ethics Committee

In the Matter of Lisette Cifaldi

COMPLAINANT INFORMATION
Name Sherri (Sharon) Mikrut
Address 22 Larium Place, Hilton Head Island, SC 29926
Telephone Number 843.384.0555
Fax Number None
Email Unknown
RESPONDENT INFORMATION
Name Lisette Cifaldi
Address P,O, Box 5474, Hilton Head Island, SC 29938
Telephone Number 803.463.1010
Fax Number None
Email info@lisetteforschouse.com
Attorney Information N/A
Confidentiality Waived No
COMPLAINT INFORMATION
Complaint No. C2025-001
Complaint Received Jaruary 8, 2025

Facts Sufficient Determination

Jatuary 8, 2025

IFacts Sufficient Determination Made By

Meghan Walker Dayson,
Executive Director




C2025-001: In the Matter of Lisette Cifaldi
Page 2 of 2

COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION

The State Ethics Commission recommends that the House Ethics Committee find probable cause is
present and charge Respondent with any of the following:

Four {4) counts of violating Section 8-13-1308 for failing to report or inaccurately reporting
campaign contributions.

One (1) count of violating Section 8-13-1314 for sccepting an excessive campaign
contribution.

TOTAL: Five (5) counts



